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Our mission is to promote and participate in the ongoing renewal of the
Catholic Church, witnessing to the reality of Jesus Christ and the love of the Father, under the power
and guidance of the Holy Spirit, exercising the charisms received through release of the Holy Spirit

From our President

Greetings in the name of our Lord, Jesus Christ!

The close of one year and the
ushering of the next is always a good
time to reflect on the past with
thanksgiving and to look forward to the
future with hope.

As | look back on this past year
with CCRSO, | redlize that in some
ways it has been a much different year
than | expected. At the prayer group
level, things seem to have continued as
adways. Many Life in the Spirit
Seminars have been offered across the
province, many hymns sung, many
prayersprayed. TheHoly Spirit continuesto gift us, tolift usand
to reveal God' struth freeing usto praise, to worship and to adore
Him. Thereisatrend slowly emerging in which prayer groups are
evangelizing not only at the prayer group level but at the parish
level when thereis support fromtheclergy. TheLifein the Spirit
Seminar is the vehicle used for this evangelization, but as Pat
Rodrigues indicates in his article in this edition of Stirrings,
many different parish ministries can be involved in delivering the
seminars. It looks to me like the work of the Spirit.

At the provincial level, the Lord has had us quiet our “ doing”
particularly with the summer conference. This past year isthefirst
in decades in which CCRSO did not host a summer conference.
This coming year will be the second. We have discerned that the
Lord was caling us in a different direction with respect to the
location, the venue and the program of this conference. In thispast
year we have a so been reminded of the Pope’ swords, “Our doing
must have its foundation in our being.” At our meeting this past
October, we decided that it was better to wait for a clear
direction than to charge ahead doing our own thing for the sake of
doing something. When we make the change, we want to get it
right.

AsRetawas preparing thisedition of Stirrings, she sent me
Margaret Schnarr’ sarticleonthe®History of the Renewal” which
had originally been written for The Bread of Life magazine, and
the interview about the Burning Bush Initiative. Inthem | sense
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another move of the Spirit. They may indicate for us the new
direction the Lord would have us move in developing a “new
program” for the summer conference. | would invite you to read
Margaret’s article and the interview with Kim Catherine-Marie
Kollinsabout the Burning Bush Initiative. Then | would inviteyou
to email me (briasull @enoreo.on.ca) about whether you agree with
shifting the focus of the summer conference to adoration and
intercession focussed ontherenewal of the Church, Christian unity
and the renewal of our society. | will bring your comments and
suggestions to the next CCRSO Board of Directors meeting for
discussion and further discernment.

| would aso ask you intercede for your CCRSO Board of
Directors. Inquieting our “doing” the Lord has been busy forming
our “being”. As | look at our leadership team, this formation is
happening in the midst of hardship for most of us. The CCRSO
Board of Directors is made up of nine members. Three are
experiencing serioussicknessintheirimmediatefamily, threehave
lost their jobs, one has lost two loved ones. | am surefor all of us,
these hardships (and those | have not mentioned) lead us deeper
into prayer and surrender. Thisis good for our being. It purges,
cleanses and purifies our intention and our will. We are confident
that the Lord uses every ounce of suffering and every heartfelt
prayer offered up to bring the greatest possible good to bear on the
situation. Itisthereality of this Lovethat allows usto be grateful
and hopeful in the midst of the difficulty.

The Lord has given this word to sustain me and remind me
why Heis permitting the hardship.

“| shall pour clean water on you and cleanse you. | shall
cleanse you of all your defilement and all your idols. 1
shall give you an new heart and put a new spirit in you.
| shall take you heart of stone and give you a heart of
flesh. | shall give you a new spirit and make you follow
my laws being careful to respect all my observances. |
shall give you the land promised to your ancestors. You
shall be my people and | will be your God.” Ezekiel
37:25-28

What will this year hold? For meit holds much promise.

Yours in the Spirit,
Brian Sullivan, President, CCRSO ¢




THE SPIRIT ISMOVING!

PARISH-BASED LIFE IN THE SPIRIT SEMINARS

by Pat Rodrigues

Haveyou ever stoppedto consider what exactly isaLife
in the Spirit Seminar (L SS)? To many prayer group leaders
itisprimarily amarketing tool to attract new membersto the
prayer meeting. Infact, aL SSismuch morethanthat. Let's
look at the definition | like to use when | am asked, “What
isaLifein the Spirit Seminar”

A Lifein the Spirit Seminar is; “A Catholic spiritual
devel opment process which was created more than 30 years
ago. Its aim is to draw individuals into an intimate and
unique relationship with God, by making them more aware
of and open to the power and action of the Holy Spirit in
their lives.”

This definition speaks to the most basic desire of all
Christians i.e. intimacy with the Trinity: Father, Son and
Holy Spirit. The Renewal hasbeen given thiswonderful gift
but instead of sharing it with all God's people, more often
than not we have reserved it for the fortunate few who
happen to attend our prayer meetings. Finaly, the Holy
Spiritisawaking usto thetrue realities of this precious gift.

Over the past year, four parishes in the Toronto area
have sponsored LSS for their parish communities and
presently three others are working on plans for similar
seminarsin the Spring. In the meantime, we have heard that
the Archbishop of VVancouver hasappointed anindividual to
organize and coordinate LSS in parishes within that
Archdiocese and to date more than 30 Parish-Based LSS
have been held in the Archdiocese of Vancouver. Similar
seminars are aso being held in Montreal and the Atlantic
Provinces. Obviously the Spirit istelling us that we should
look beyond the needs of our own prayer groupsand giveall
God’ speoplethe opportunity to grow inintimacy with Him,
through the power of the Holy Spirit: in other words, via
Parish-Based L SS.

So, what isa Parish-Based L SS? Simply put, it ismuch
morethan aL SSorganized and run by the prayer group with
invitations extended to members of the parishes viaflyers,
brochuresor insertsin the parish bulletins. A Parish -Based
LSS is a parish event, approved, endorsed and actively
supported by the Pastor of the parish. In this respect, it is
really no different from the RCIA program or the Marriage
Preparation course, both of which form part of regular
parish activity.

The Organizing Committee of a Parish-based LSS is
made up of representatives of the various parish ministries:
Knights of Colombus, CWL, Ushers, Eucharistic Ministers
etc., plus one member of the prayer group. There is a

balance created in such an approach because the strengths of
the various parish ministries are put to best use. Not only
that, but each of the parish ministries involved is taking
ownership for what happens and are more likely to
encourage their fellow parishioners to take part. This
approach allows the program to be driven by the parish and
not just the prayer group.

The Speakers are selected by the Pastor/Organizing
Committee from a list of approved and anointed speakers,
usually from outside the parish and include as many clergy
as possible. Music could be provided by the parish music
ministry and the various parish ministries would undertake
responsibility for activities such as setting up the chairs,
refreshments, registration, advertising, etc. Theprayer group
would provide Intercessory Prayer and Small Group
Discussion Leaders. The prayer group member who would
sit on the Organizing Committee, or another prayer group
leader, would be the oneto coordinate the weekly sessions.

Asfar astheinvolvement of the Pastor isconcerned, he
would be expected to give hisfull support to the undertaking
by (1) actively promoting the LSS via the church bulletin
and by announcements from the pulpit (2) giving the first
talk in the serieson “God' s Love” (3) convening theinitial
meeting of the Organizing Committeeand (4) approving the
list of speakers and all other major decisions of the
Organizing Committee. In other words, while most of the
actual work is carried out by the Organizing Committee and
other volunteers, nothing is donewithout the blessing of the
Pastor and he is free to participate in as many meetings of
the Organizing Committee as he pleases. It should also be
noted that the program can be run &t little or no cost to the
parish (except for providing a venue in which to hold the
seminar), as all other expenses can be recovered by
collecting aregistration fee from the participants.

While a Parish Based LSS is truly a parish event, we
look to the prayer group leadership to make the initial
approach to the Pastor. May | suggest the following:

(1) Upon reading this article, call together a meeting of
your Core Group, pray for guidance from the Holy
Spirit, then discuss it among yourselves.

(2) If you decide to approach your Pastor to host aL SSfor
your parish but need help in doing so, please contact me
at 905 - 877 - 0579 or e-mail at patrod@aztec-net.com.
I will be happy to coach you on the best way of
approaching your Pastor and, where possible, | would
even be prepared to accompany you to a meeting with
him.




(3) If heisreceptive, | may also be able to assist with the
formation of the Organizing Committee and will work
with the committee to bring the project to fruition.

(4) Findly, if your Pastor isreluctant to openthe LSStothe
entire parish and you would like to organize one for
your prayer group but need help in doing so, please do
not hesitate to contact me.

I would liketo mention herethat asmall group of prayer
group leadersin Kitchener have beenworkingona*Parish-
Based Lifein the Spirit How-ToManual” and hopeto test
it out in the next few months and have it available for
whoever would like a copy.

My Friends, Jesus commanded us to go forth and make
disciples of all people. What better way to do so than by
offering everyone the opportunity to get to know the Living
Christ, through the power of the Holy Spirit workingintheir
lives. May God bless you and prosper all your works. ¥

Pat Rodrigues livesin Halton Hills (west of Brampton). Heis Treasurer
of CCRSO and coordinator of the Resource Team. He is a'so a member
of the ATCR, the Archdiocese of Toronto Charismatic Renewal service
team.

| CCRSO MEMBERSHIPLIST I

The following is a list of CCRSO member delegates and Bishops' liaisons for each diocese in Ontario. The membership
listis made up as follows: one person is appointed in writing by the Bishop of each diocese to act as a liaison person. . Also
one person is confirmed in writing by the Bishop of each diocese for each Bishop, auxiliary or associate Bishop in the said
Diocese (for example: Diocese of Hamilton has two bishops, therefore there are two member delegates). In addition, one
extra person per diocese can be a member, who is confirmed by the Bishop of or the liaison member for said Diocese.

Diocese of Alexandria/Cornwall
Bishop's Liaison

Elaine A. Smith, 330 7th St. W., Cornwall, ON N6J 2Y5. Phone 613-932-3543. E-mail: elaine.smith@ccrso.org

Member Delegate

Donald E. Smith, 330 7th St. W., Cornwall, ON K6J 2Y5. Phone 613-932-3543. E-mail: don.smith@ccrso.org.

Diocese of Hamilton
Bishop's Liaison: To be announced.
Member Delegates

Estelle Meunier, 9-205 Highland Cresc., Kitchener, ON N2M 5L6. Phone 519-745-1936. Email: estelle_meunier@hotmail.com
Reta Lienhardt, 24 Nine Pines Rd., Kitchener, ON N2E 1L4. Phone 519-743-2836. E-mail: rlienhardt@porchlight.ca

Diocese of Hearst
Bishop's Liaison

Rev. Fr. Leo Papineau, Box 700, 48 Hollywood, Smooth Rock Falls, ON POL 2B0. Phone 705-338-2716

Archdiocese of Kingston

Bishop's Liaison: To be announced.
Member Delegate: To be announced.
Diocese of London

Bishop's Liaison

Rev. Vince VanZutphen, St. Peter's Seminary, 1040 Waterloo St., London, ON N6A 3Y1. Phone 519-434-5873.

Member Delegate

Wilt Blaak, 60 Grand Ave., London, ON N6C 1L7. Phone 519-433-6233. E-mail: wbhlaak@odyssey.on.ca

Archdiocese of Ottawa
Bishop's Liaison

Rev. Joseph Muldoon, St. John the Apostle Church, 2340 Baseline Rd., Nepean, ON K2C 0C9. Phone 613-829-1760.

Member Delegates: To be announced.
Diocese of Pembroke

Bishop's Liaison

Fr. Joe T. O'Malley, 22 Willard St., Petawawa, ON K8H 2B5. Phone 613-687-4764.



Member Delegates

Mr. Richard Fleury, 599 Glenwood Dr., Pembroke, ON K8A 1T7. Phone 613-735-5422.

Mr. Michael Joyce, 314 Dominion St., Renfrew, ON K7V 1H4. Phone 613-432-9989.

Diocese of Peterborough

Bishop's Liaison

Frances Killen, 236 Hartley St., Peterborough, ON K9H 5K5. Phone 705-742-0136. E-mail: vkillenl@cogeco.ca

Member Delegate

Mary L. Porter, 125 Ridgewood Rd., Peterborough, ON K9J 1P2. Phone 705-740-0452. E-mail: cmporter@cogeco.ca

Diocese of St. Catharines

Bishop's Liaison

Rev. Donald Lizzotti, St. Thomas More Church, 6548 Dorchester Rd., Niagara Falls, ON L2G 5T5. Phone 905-356-7533. E-mail:
dil@cogeco.net or stthomasmoreparish@cogeco.net

Member Delegates

Kevin Trombley, 346 Helena St., Fort Erie, ON L2A 4J8. Phone 905-871-1840. E-mail: monicatrombley@hotmail.com

Norman Gauthier, 199 Commercial St., Welland, ON L3B 5Z5. Phone 905-1732-3573

Diocese of Sault Ste. Marie

Bishop's Liaison

Brian Sullivan, 745 Kells Rd., R.R. 1, Powasson, ON POH 1Z0. Phone 705-724-1035. E-mail: briasull@enoreo.on.ca

Member Delegates

Cindy Sullivan (address, phone same as for Brian Sullivan above). E-mail: YEO_MOM_Sullivan@hotmail.com

Terrance J. Shannon, 191 Wembley Dr., Sudbury, ON P3E 1N4. Phone 705-673-8273. E-mail: terrence.shannon@sympatico.ca
Gaetan Pelletier, 255 Parkland Crt., Sault Ste. Marie, ON P6A 6R2. Phone 705-759-4995

Kas Pelc, R. R. #1, 28 Lakeside Lane, Corbeil, ON POH 1KO0. Phone 705-776-2191. E-mail: kasalana@bellnet.ca

Diocese of Thunder Bay

Bishop's Liaison

Rev. Mr. Armand Danis, 217 Gordon St., Thunder Bay, ON P7E 4T4. Phone: 807-475-4016. E-mail: armandmarydanis@tbaytel.net.
Member Delegates

Anna Femiak, 215 West Walsh St., Thunder Bay, ON P7E 4W7. Phone: 807-577-2727.

Rev. Mr. Victor St. Croix, 649 Lakeview Dr., Kenora, ON P9N 3P6. Phone:807-468-7654. E-mail: jstcroix@voyageur.ca

Diocese of Timmins

Bishop's Liaison

Rev. Mr. Stan Cor, 810 Martin St., P.O. Box 237, Porcupine, ON PON 1CO0. Phone 705-235-5461. E-mail: sjcor@ntl.sympatico.ca
Member Delegate

Richard Piquette, 806-19 Preston, Timmins, ON P4N 7Z2. Phone: 705-268-3180. E-mail: rickyp@ntl.sympatico.ca

Archdiocese of Toronto

Bishop’s Liaison

Deacon Carlos Nogueira, 14-9900 McLaughlin Rd. N., Brampton, ON L6Y 4Y3. Phone: 905-455-6521. E-mail: cy2j@rogers.com

Member Delegates

Felicio Patrick Rodriques, 8172 Tenth Line N., Halton Hills, ON LOP 1KO0. Phone 905-877-0579. E-mail: patrod@aztec-net.com
Cecilia Nogueira, 14-9900 McLaughlin Rd. N., Brampton, ON L6Y 4Y3. Phone and E-mail same as Deacon Carlos Nogueira.
Hilda Martin, 47 Gloucester Grove, Toronto, ON M6C 2A2. Phone: 416-781-0733. E-mail: martin0733@rogers.com
C.C.R.S.0. Board of Directors

Brian Sullivan, President Elaine Smith, Secretary Rev. Fr. Don Lizzotti, Director
Rev. Mr. Armand Danis, Vice-President Frances Killen, Director Kas Pelc, Director
Patrick Rodriques, Treasurer Don Smith, Director Rev. Mr. Victor St. Croix, Director




| A HISTORY OF THE RENEWAL I

By Margaret Schnarr, Kitchener

Roots are very important. Ask anyone who has spent
countless hourstracing and recording the history of afamily
tree. We have aneed to know who our ancestors were, how
and why they cameto bein certain placesand why they took
acertain course of action. Without our geneal ogy we have
asense of loss or of something missing: it connects uswith
our history, with thefamily memberswho have gone before
and with their hopes, aspirations and dreams. We a so have
aspiritual history. The Church hasahistory and so doesthe
Renewal. Over the years, through teachings, reading and
attending conferences, | had learned much about the
Renewal, but | had never heard of the particular chain of
events outlined below. They moved my spirit and left me
with the feeling that we had touched on something of great
importance. Indeed these events are a cornerstone of the
history of the Renewal.

In 1993, through a miracle of grace, | found myself in
Assis, Italy, at the International Catholic Charismatic
Renewal ServicesConference. Here, inthisrarified spiritua
atmosphere, we gathered with over 1,000 delegatesfrom all
over the world, to praise God, to break bread together, to
study His word, and to learn more about the wonders the
Holy Spirit was doing all over this earth as the 20™ century
was drawing to a close. It was a unique and marvelous
opportunity to appreciate the universality of the Catholic
Church and the Renewal movement the Holy Spirit had
stirred up within her. It was here, in the waning years of the
20" century (which has become known asthe century of the
Holy Spirit), that | learned how the Holy Spirit over 100
years ago, at the close of the 19" century, prepared the
Church for a new manifestation of God’s power.“ See, the
earlier things have come to pass, new ones | now foretell;
before they spring into being, | announce themto you” (Is
42:9). These words leapt in my mind as | reflected on the
events that Patti Gallagher Mansfield related to us one
beautiful September day in a tent erected on the Rocca
Maggiore, high above the little town of Assisi.

The story begins with alittle nun, Sister (now Blessed)
Elena Guerra, who lived in the small town of Lucca, Italy,
in the latter half of the 19" Century. She had a deep
devotion to the Holy Spirit and was the foundress of the
Oblate Sisters of the Holy Spirit. She received many deep
insights from the Holy Spirit and between 1895 and 1903,
wasinspired towrite 12 |ettersto the Holy Father, PopeLeo
X1 (pope from 1878-1903) exhorting him to foster
devotion to the Holy Spirit in the Church by renewed
preaching and inviting the faithful to discover how to lead
alifein accordance with the Spirit; she also called for

prayer for the renewal of the Church. The Pope recognized

God's cal in these messages from the humble nun and in
1895, he wrote aletter, Provida Matris Caritate requesting
that the entire Church take part in a solemn novena to the
Holy Spirit between the feasts of the Ascension and
Pentecost for the “reunion of Christendom.” Thisinitiative
resulted in a less than adequate response so Sister Elena
began to form her own prayer groups or “Permanent
Cenacles.” She prayed for renewal of the Church, Christian
unity and arenewed society. Her desirewasto seethewhole
Church unite in constant prayer, as did Mary and the
apostlesin the Upper Room while they awaited the coming
of the Holy Spirit.

“Pentecost is not over,” she wrote, “It is going on
continually in every time and every place, because the Holy
Spirit desires to give himself to all men and al who want
him can always receive him, so we do not have to envy the
apostles and the other believers;, we only have to dispose
ourselves like them to receive him well and he will cometo
us as he did to them. Ohif only . . . unanimous and fervent
prayers could be raised to heaven in every part of
Christendom, as they were in the cenaclein Jerusalem for a
rekindling of the fire of the Divine Spirit.”

Trueto hispromiseto do all he could to honour the Holy
Spirit, Pope Leo XIII on May 9, 1897, published an
encyclical on the Holy Spirit, Divinum Illud Munus.
Towardsthe end of thisletter hereiterated: “Wherefore, we
decree and command that throughout the whole Catholic
Church, this year and every subsequent year, a novena shall
take place before Whit-Sunday, in al parish churches, and
aso, if thelocal Ordinaries think fit, in other churches and
oratories’ (p. 13). Again, this initiative met with a poor
response, especially among the church leaders.

In conclusion, he wrote, “And now our mind and heart
turn back to those hopes with which we began, and for the
accomplishment of which we earnestly pray, and will
continue to pray, to the Holy Ghost. Unite then, Venerable
Brethren, your prayerswith ours, and at your exhortation let
al Christian peoples add their prayers also, invoking the
powerful and ever acceptable intercession of the Blessed
Virgin.” On January 1, 1901, the Holy Father invoked the
Holy Spirit on the Church in the new century with the age-
old hymn, Veni Creator Spiritus, “Come Creator Spirit.”

The Burning Bush

In a fast forward to the present day, Blessed Elena's
desire for constant prayer cenacles has a new impetus. On
May 29, 2004, Pope John Paul 1, invited members of the




Renewal in the Spirit, abranch of the Catholic Charismatic
Renewa in Italy, to attend a solemn celebration of Vespers
on the eve of Pentecost at St. Peter’sin Rome. Hewrote: “I
invite all the faithful, particularly members of the Renewal
intheHoly Spirit, to participatein thisprayer vigil toinvoke
upon ourselves and the entire Church, an abundant out-
pouring of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.”

Twenty thousand people came in response to the
Pontiff’ sinvitation. In his homily, the Holy Father said: “I
encouragetheinitiativeknownas’ Burning Bush,” promoted
by the Renewal in the Spirit. This involves perpetual
adoration, day and night, beforethe Blessed Sacrament; itis
an invitation to the faithful to ‘return to the Upper Room.’
So that, united in contemplation of the Eucharistic Mystery,
they may intercede for full Christian unity and for the
conversion of sinners. | warmly hopethat thisinitiative will
lead many to rediscover the gifts of the Spirit, whose
original source is Pentecost.”

Members of Renewal in the Spirit see the connection
between the exhortations of Blessed Elena Guerra and the
call of Pope Leo XlII for a perpetual novena, and this latest
invitation from John Paul 11 to return to the * Upper Room.”

With our modern-day technology, especially theInternet

we have afar greater advantage when it comesto spreading
the word throughout the world than did the Church in Pope
Leo’’s day. The above message from the Holy Father was
circulated world-wide in afew hours so that at celebrations
of Pentecost the very next day, many people were able to
respond and “invoke upon ourselves and the entire Church,
an abundant outpouring of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.” May
we respond as generously to his call to constant prayer.

| am so grateful to Patti Mansfield Gallagher. Much of
the above information isfrom my notes of her talk in Assisi
and from her book, As by a New Pentecost. This is a
marvelous story of God's grace; it is a history of the
Catholic Charismatic Renewal and as such should be a
treasured part of our heritage. At Assisi, Patti issued her
own call. She asked that we pray the Sequence Prayer for
Pentecost every day and challenged the clergy to take to
heart the words in Joel 2:17. The very least we can do as
members of the Renewal is to join with one another each
day and cry out, “Come Holy Spirit.”
This article first appeared in the January 2005 issue of The Bread of Life

Magazine. It is used here with permission. Margaret Schnarr lives in
Kitchener and is a frequent writer for the magazine.

| MORE ABOUT THE BURNING BUSH INITIATIVE I

Thefollowingispart of aninterview with Kim Catherine-M arieK ollins, who was privileged to receive the vision of the Burning Bush.
This account was first published in the Special July-August 2004 issue of the ICCRS Newsletter which is published in Rome.

The Burning Bush initiativeisacall to help the people of God
to return to the Upper Room in adoration and intercession—to
experience a Pentecost not only of a moment or a day, but a
permanent Pentecost, according to the intuition of Blessed Elena
Guerrawho, at the end of the 19" century, urged Pope Leo X111 to
lead the Church back to the Cenacle/Upper Room of Jerusalem,
for the Church to be enlightened again and again and burn like a
Burning Bush. It is a response to Pope John Paul’s Apostolic
Letter, Novo Millennio Ineunte, “ Asthismillenniumbegins, alow
the successor of Peter to invite the whole Church to make this act
of faith, which expresses itself in a renewed commitment to
prayer.” This return is not a return in nostalgia, looking for the
beginning experiences of the CCR, but with a servant’s heart, a
maturity, aheart knowing what it isto experience the power of the
Spirit and His gifts in prayer, in united contemplation of the
Eucharistic mystery.

How it began

During Easter week in Rome in 1997, at a European Catholic
Charismatic leaders’ meeting held in the chapel of the Renewal in
the Holy Spirit, my heart was impregnated with the Burning Bush
vision of a“return to the Cenacle in adoration and intercession.”
Inthischapdl... | would spend nine months asthe vision deepened
and expanded, grasping that this vision was for al, beyond the
boundaries of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal, a cal to the
whole Church, to al Christianity.

What should betheresponsetothiscall?

Thisworld-wide call challengesthe CCR to go beyond what is
so often our normal scope of prayer ... to incessant adoration
where we may intercede by means of the Spirit with great fervor
for the renewal of the Church, full Christian unity and the
conversion of sinners, arenewal of society and thereby “arenewal
of the face of the earth.”

As one example: the European CCR National Service
Committees have linked together in aunited effort for a Pentecost
Novena (promoted night and day, where possible) for these
intentions for Europe. May the Lord multiply many more
promoters like Renewal in the Spirit so that this initiative may
spread worldwide, thereby responding to the Holy Father’ s prayer
for us, “That your communities and the entire Charismatic
Renewal will put out into the deep of prayer in order to put out
into the deep of mission.”

Editor’s Note: The National Service Committee of the United
States in response to Pope John Paul’s call to a return to the
Upper Room, have planned a “Prayer Summit for America’ in
Miami theweekend of May 13-15, 2005. Theweekend will not be
atypical conference but “40 Hours of Prayer” for Pentecost.

Let us take it upon ourselves to aso respond to the Burning
Bush initiative and return to the Cenacle in adoration and
intercession. T




DIOCESAN NEWS I

On October 23, 2004, Jesus, the Good Shepherd prayer
community hosted a Day of Renewal. Very Rev. John M.
Sherlock was the speaker for the event and he focused on
the three latest letters of Pope John Paul namely “ The
ChurchandtheEucharist [ EcclesiadeEucharistia],” “ The
New Millennium [Novo Millennio Ineunte],” and “ The
Rosary of the Virgin Mary [Rosarium Virginis Mariae].”
All three of histalks were enlightening and made one want
to read these | ettersand take themto heart. In hislast talk on
the Rosary, he led the participants in praying the new
Mysteries of Light and included a scriptural line with each
Hail Mary. People found this method of praying the rosary
very effective and the Bishop left acopy of al the mysteries
of the Rosary with his own scriptural notations with the
organizers of the day with the intention that they be copied
and distributed to those who wished to have a copy. Conse-
guently, a booklet containing all four mysteries of the
Rosary with Scripture passages was produced.

On November 6™, a diocesan leadership meeting was
held in Kitchener. Several of the prayer groupsin Hamilton
Diocese were represented. Pat Rodrigues, Treasurer of the
CCRSOwasinvited to come and speak about doing “ parish-
based” Lifein the Spirit Seminars. Pat has some experience
in this area as he helped set up three or four such seminars
inthe Archdiocese of Toronto last year, and there are plans
for more. Pat’ srole has been to meet with the parish priest
and the parish council and explain the goal of these
Seminars: which is not to recruit new membersto a prayer
group, but to bring parishionersinto a new relationshipwith
the Father and Son through the power of the Holy Spirit. He
gives a very persuasive presentation and is adept at
answering any questions and reservations which the pastor
or his council might have. If there are any prayer groups
who would like to know more about “parish-based” Lifein
the Spirit Seminars, Pat would be happy to be of help.

Also, during this diocesan leadership meeting there
was a lengthy discussion period regarding days of renewal,
how many in a year, likes and dislikes, suggestions for
future days, topics and themes. The comments this
discussion generated will be useful for future planning.

A Spring Diocesan Day of Renewal will be held on
Saturday, May 14, 2005 at St. Paul’ sChurchin Burlington.
The theme for the day will be “The Healing Presence of
Christ in the Eucharist,” and the speaker will be Father
Graham Keep from London Diocese, who is becoming a
renowned international speaker. Moredetailstofollow.

DIOCESE OF HAMILTON I

TheAssociation of Christian Therapists, Hamilton Chapter
will be hosting their 17" Annual Presentation on Saturday,
February 12, 2005. Thelocationwill beHoly Cross Croatian
Parish Hall, 1883 King St. E., Hamilton, and will begin at
9:00 am. till 6:00 p.m., with Holy Mass at 5:00 p.m. Fr.
Joseph M. Scerbo will again be the speaker and his theme
will be “The Gift of the Eucharist.” Registration $30.00;
after January 38", $35.00. Lunch $7.50, if desired. For more
information call Jenny at 905-335-6902; or Joan at 905-662-
2061.

| DIOCESE OF SAULT STE MARIE I
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Edward Twentyman reports that a Life in the Spirit
Seminar which wasfacilitated by St. Mary’s Prayer Group
in Sault Ste Marie resulted in many blessings. Over 50
people registered at Our Lady of Good Counsel Church. A
follow-up in the form of a“Growth in the Spirit” seriesis
being planned.

On Divine Mercy Sunday, April 3¢ a special cele-
bration is being planned which will include a guest mission
speaker.

Sudbury Region

TheFall Conference sponsored by thelittle Servants of
Christ the King prayer community in Sudbury was a
tremendous blessing to all who attended. Fr. William (Bill)
Halbing' s presentations were unforgetable! Asafollow-up
aLifein the Spirit Seminar will be offered in January 2005
for al thosewho responded to his“ atar call” indicating they
wanted to grow in their personal relationship with the Lord.
Father Halbing will be returning to Sudbury on the weekend
of August 19-21, 2005, to preach another retreat.

On New Y ears Eve, the Vigil of Mary the Mother of
God and World Day of Prayer for Peace, members of the
prayer group gathered at Our Lady of Hope Church from
9:00 p.m. to midnight for prayer, praise and song.

The prayer community is again holding a specia
Lenten mission for five Saturday morningsfrom9:00 am. to
noon, beginning on Saturday, February 12 and continuing
each Saturday until March 12. The talks will be based on
Pope John Paul’ s letter, “The Church and the Eucharist.”

An 8-week Inner Healing Course is planned for
Monday evenings beginning March 28" until May 16™. It
will take place at VillaLoyolain Sudbury.




| DIOCESE OF PEMBROKE I | VISION OF LOVE MINISTRY I

There seemsto be anew stirring within the diocese as
two new groups have started meeting regularly. Bishop
Richard Smith is encouraging the groups to resume
leadership meetings, which have not been held for many
years. Youth groups, such as The Edge and LifeTeen, are
activein the Diocese and are attracting many young people.

Bishop Smithisgiving aseries of two-day missionsto
each zone of the diocese. Thefocusison Pastoral Planning
within the perspective of apersonal relationship with Jesus,
with emphasis on the Eucharist —this being the Y ear of the
Eucharist. T

Danny Nelson reports that in November the Vision of
Love ministry band captured 2™ place in the band category
of the International Festival of Religious Song. About two
dozen entries from various styles of music, in addition to
feature attractions such as Fr. Stan Fortuna of the USA, and
Magda Aniol of Poland performed during the festival’s
three days. Vision of Love came first in the English group
category, but second in the overall cultural groups.

| INMEMORIAM I

| DIOCESE OF THUNDER BAY I

Armand Danisreportsthat Sr. Briege McKennaand Fr.
Kevin Scallon will be in the diocese the week of June 5"
givingapriests retreat, and on Saturday, June 11" they will
facilitate a day of reflection for the community. The theme
will center on the Eucharist, and the bishop has expressed
hiswish that it be clearly adiocesan activity.

One of the parishesin Thunder Bay will be beginning
a First Friday event starting in February which would
include Mass, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament,
Benediction and prayers for healing.

Similarly, the pastor of another parish has asked
Armand Danisto give a presentation instructing people on
how to pray for healing. This instruction would take place
over three evenings. This same parish will also be starting
an “Alpha’ Course in this new year and it will
appropriately be followed up with a Life in the Spirit
Seminar . ¥

Rev. Robert L MacDougall, S.J.

Many of us will remember Fr. Bob as the host and
director of the Food for Life Television Ministry from 1984
to 1990, when the program was taken over by The
Companionsof the Cross. Hewasal so awell-known speaker
in Catholic Charismatic circles from about 1977.

Fr. Bob was a commissioned officer in the RCAF
during World War 1. When his plane was shot down over
the English Channel, he was captured and imprisoned by the
enemy in Denmark. He was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross by King George V1. He entered the Society of
Jesus in 1950 and was ordained as a priest in 1961. He had
an interesting and varied career as a priest, serving as
Director of the Catholic Rehabilitation Centre in Toronto,
Vice-President and Rector at St. Mary's University in
Halifax, Chaplain at Stoney Mountain Penitentiary in
Winnipeg, and Co-Director and Chaplain of the John Bosco
Residence for Boysin Orillia

Fr. Bob passed away in Pickering on Sunday, December
26, 2004 at the age of 81 and in his 55" year as amember of
the Society of Jesus.

LIFT JESUS HIGHER RALLY, 2005

Saturday, April 9, 2005

8:30 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.

at the Metro Toronto Convention Centre, North Building, 255 Front St. W.
With Ralph Martin, Sr. Ann Shields, Peter Herbeck
Alex Jones and Johnette Benkovic
Separate YOUTH EVENT for youth 12-20
For Tickets & info call (905) 270-2510 or (416) 227-2560

The next issue of STIRRINGS will be the April issue. Please send diocesan submissions to Reta Lienhardt,
Editor, 24 Nine Pines Road, Kitchener, ON N2E 1L4; or e-mail rlienhardt@porchlight.ca.

Telephone (519) 743-2836
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